Name: _________________________

Mythology Research Assignment

Overview: This assignment has three steps. 

1. Choose a Mythology related topic to research. 

2. Research your topic.

3. Demonstrate what you learned with a poster, written report, or a slide show. 

Step 1: Choose a topic to research

Choose a topic related to Mythology. You may choose:

· an individual god/spirit/entity, 
· mythology from a certain place, 
· a particular type of story. 

Here are some ideas to help you get started. 
	Gods/Mythical Creatures
	Places and Cultures
	Type of Stories/ Concepts

	Zeus

Poseidon

Aries

Heracles

Artemis

Aphrodite

Hades 

Pandora

The Cyclopes

Scylla 

Charybdis

Muses

(There are many, many more…)


	Greek Mythology
	Origin Stories – Explain the how something began. 

Monsters – stories about the meet and/or defeat of mythical monsters. 

Demi-gods – Half human and half god, born of gods who had relationships with humans. 

Hero Stories 

The Afterlife – Explains what happens after death. 

	Possible Resources: 
http://www.theoi.com/
http://www.greekmythology.com/ 

http://www.mythweb.com/ 

http://greece.mrdonn.org/myths.html 


	Gods/Mythical Creatures
	Places and Cultures
	Type of Stories/ Concepts

	Coyote

Manabozho

Iktomi – (Spider)

Raven 

Wakan Tanka, Tunkashila, Grandfather

Grandmother Spider


	Native American legends
	Trickster Tales – Stories that involve a character who plays tricks on humans and animals 

Origin Stories – Explain how something began.

World Concept – Explains how the world was constructed. 

Common Themes – animals as equal to humans, sacred directions, sacred animals (turtles), multiple worlds. 

Fables – Intended to teach a lesson or transmit knowledge about right and wrong from generation to generation. 

The Afterlife – Explanations of life after death.

	Possible Resources: 

http://members.cox.net/academia/coyote.html
http://ccb.lis.illinois.edu/Projects/storytelling/hempel_403b/index.html 



	Gods/Mythical Creatures
	Places and Cultures
	Type of Stories/ Concepts

	Thor

Odin

Loki
Buri

Hel

Tyr

Valkyries

Dwarves

Trolls

Fairies
	Scandinavian Mythology

(Norway, Denmark, Sweden, etc.)
	World Concept – Explains how the world was constructed. 

Origin Stories – Explain the how something began. 

The Afterlife – Explanations of life after death. 

Fables – Intended to teach a lesson or transmit knowledge about right and wrong from generation to generation.



	Possible Resources: 

http://www.ststlocations.com/Archives/Scandinavian/ 

http://www.godchecker.com/pantheon/norse-mythology.php 



	Gods/Mythical Creatures
	Places and Cultures
	Type of Stories/ Concepts

	Bumba

Shango

Yemaya

Elegua

Abassi

Obatala

Eshu

Orishas

Olorun

Anansi
	African mythology and folklore
	Trickster Tales – Stories that involve a character who plays tricks on humans and animals 

Origin Stories – Explain how something began.

World Concept – Explains how the world was constructed. 

The Afterlife – Explanations of life after death. 

Fables – Intended to teach a lesson or transmit knowledge about right and wrong from generation to generation.

	Possible Resources: 

http://www.godchecker.com/pantheon/african-mythology.php 

http://www.pantheon.org/areas/mythology/africa/african/articles.html 

http://www.mythome.org/Africa.html 

http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/A-Am/African-Mythology.html 


Step 2: Research your topic

Generate at least one guiding question for your research. 


Your question might begin with: 

“Who...”

“What …” 
“How…”

“Where…” 

Use two column notes to record the information that answers your guiding question(s). 

Research your topic as completely as possible in the time you have in class. 



Step 3: Demonstrate what you learned
Choose whether you want to demonstrate what you learned on a poster, in a written report, or a slide show. 

Whatever option you choose, the viewer or reader should get a complete understanding of the subject you researched. 

Posters: Use pictures and your own writing to demonstrate what you have learned. Do not just cut out information printed from web sites or copy information from books. 

Presentations: Make at least 6-7 slides with pictures and your own words to demonstrate what you’ve learned. Do not just copy and paste words from web sites into the slides. 

Written Report: Write three paragraphs of at least 4-6 sentences explaining what you have learned about the subject. Explain the topics as completely as possible. You should assume that your reader has very little or no background knowledge about the subject. Use complete sentences with capitalization and punctuation. 
